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Aziz Ansari shows it’s hard to be funny these days
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In Nightclub Comedian, Aziz Ansari seems more weary than cynical, more melancholy than defensive.

MARCUS RUSSELL PRICE/NETFLIX

In the mere few days since Aziz Ansari’s new comedy special, Nightclub Comedian (streams Netflix), has 

been available, the most common adjective used in numerous reviews is “cynical.” The overriding view is 

that Ansari isn’t very funny and the mood is downbeat.

Not so. The special, just 30 minutes long, is bracing in its skepticism and hard-shelled, morbidly funny 

about the mess we’re all in now. 
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It all put Ansari off the mainstream radar. He did two short stand-up tours and two TV specials since then, and he addressed the allegations against him, onstage.

Here, in Nightclub Comedian, he seems more weary than cynical, more melancholy than defensive. But his target is real – a society trapped in inconsequential

An entirely different program also needs to be drawn to your attention – Come Clean (it recently aired to 

acclaim on TV Ontario and is now streaming on TVO.org and TV Ontario’s YouTube channel.

Come Clean is a close look at what fuels addiction, as well as the herculean effort and hope recovery demands.

TVO

It’s about addiction and a close-up look at one program that aims to help addicts get clean. Filmmakers 

Derreck Roemer and Neil Graham got rare access to four addicts attempting recovery at Westover 

Treatment Centre in Thamesville, Ont.

The result is eye-opening, and deliberately focused on telling the viewer that not all addicts are on the 

street hustling for their next hit. The people shown here are ordinary, for the most part, and held jobs or 

had families while slowly descending into addiction. As the program points out, in Canada, approximately 

21 per cent of the population will meet the criteria for addiction in their lifetime. Here we see how hard the 

struggle is to overcome addiction over time, and how the rehab program is the easy part.

It’s a powerful documentary and watching it you feel the terrible tension that is involved in its four 

subjects attempting to return to normal life and put the past behind them.

Plan your screen time with the weekly What to Watch newsletter. Sign up today.
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